


o ACAIA 1 Conference Schedule & General Sessions
Conference SEE INSERT FOR WORKSHOP LOCATIONS AND MAP

Thursday, April 30

Opening General Session 12:00 pm - 7:00 pm  Conference Registration Guilford Ballroom Lobby, First Floor
Conference 3:00 pm Hotel Registration Hotel Lobby
Openin g 7:30 pm Opening General Session Guilford Ballroom ABC
8:30 pm District Meetings
Ceremony District 1 Auditorium |, First Floor
Kevnote Speaker: District 2 Cedar, Second Floor
YR oy : District 3 Auditorium 11, First Floor
David Alston District 4 Guilford Ballroom ABC, First Floor
We Are Ready For District 5 Auditorium IlI, First Floor
Some Action! District 6 Auditorium IV, Third Floor
District 7 Oak AB, Second Floor
District 8 Oak C, Second Floor

SEE PAGE 6 FOR MORE INFO

Friday, May 1

8:00 am - 5:00 pm Conference Registration Guilford Ballroom Lobby,

First Floor

9:00 am - 6:00 pm  Vendors Open 3rd Floor

Welcome Event - Guilford Ballroom 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 5-Hr Workshops (Part | of Il) see insert
3-Hour Workshops see insert

ce,ebr ate 10:00 am-11:30am 1.5-Hour Workshops (#1) see insert
Nmm! 11:30 am - 1:00 pm Lunch - On Your Own

Don't miss your chance 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm  1.5-Hour Workshops (#2) see insert
to recognize each of our 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  5-Hr Workshops (Part Il of II) see insert
8 districts and enjoy a 3-Hour Workshops see insert
rousing game of 2:45 pm - 4:15 pm  1.5-Hour Workshops (#3) see insert
BONK! - the game show
everybody'’s f:""“g about! 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm Leadership/Speakers Reception Suite 585, Tower ||
The dance(Guilford D) 7:00 pm Welcome Event Guilford Ballroom ABC
L I Dance Guilford D

(Auditorium IV) will take
place immediately
following this rousing
event.

Gospel Concert Auditorium IV



Conference Schedule & General Sessions | YCAld
SEE INSERT FOR WORKSHOP LOCATIONS AND MAP Conference

Satu I‘d ay, May 2 General Session

7:00 am - 9:00 am  Conference Registration Guilford Ballroom Lobby, First Floor g MW

7:45am-8:30 am Breakfast Guilford Ballroom M‘ W

8:30 am General Session featuring Willa Brigham Keynote Speaker

*

9:00 am - 5:00 pm  Vendors Open Third Floor Willa Brigham
Taking Care of the

10:45 am - 12:15 pm 1.5-Hour Workshops (#4) see insert “"STAR” in You!

5-Hr Workshops (Part | of 1) see insert

SEE PAGE 6 FOR MORE INFO
12:30 pm-2:00 pm Lunch - On Your Own

1:30 pm - 4:30 pm  3-Hour Workshops see insert

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm  1.5-Hour Workshops (#5) see insert NC ATA

2:00 pm - 4:45 pm  5-Hr Workshops (Part Il of Il) see insert

6:30 pm-7:30 pm  Banquet Buffet Lines Open Guilford Ballroom Awardsl;anquet

7:30 pm NCATA Awards Banquet Guilford Ballroom J:,)eil': ol::sfr?i::f::g'

recognition of our
accomplishments!

Sunday, May 3

9:00 am Devotional Service Guilford Ballroom G Closing General Session

Remembering our Departed Colleagues . *
Featuring Remarks from

Conference Evaluator

Closing General Session Ms. Diane Lynch

NCATA Sales Hours TA Displays, Specialty Vendor Sales
THURSDAY Baskets, & Information Hours
1:00 pm - 7:00 pm Booth Hours
THURSDAY
FRIDAY THURSDAY 1:00 pm - 7:00 pm
9:00 am - 10:00 am 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm
11:30 am - 1:00 pm FRIDAY

FRIDAY 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

4:15 pm - 6:00 pm 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

SATURDAY SATURDAY SATURDAY
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 7:00 am - 9:00 am, 1:00 pr - 2:00 pm 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Location: Colony B, 3rd Floor Location: Colony A, 3rd Floor Vendor exhibits located on the
NCATA Sales will close at + Displays will be judged at 1:00 pm on Saturday. third floor of Sheraton/ Koury
2:00 pm on Saturday...so shop! « All displays should be dismantled immediately Convention Center.

following the banquet on Saturday evening.



2007-2009 Executive Council

Committee
W ENDERS

OFFICERS

Karen Midgett, President
252-338-1742,
kmidgett@teacherassistants.org

Judy Barnes, 1st Vice President
336-764-9401,
jbarnes@teacherassistants.org

Jan Rickard, 2nd Vice President
919-499-9592,
jrickard@teacherassistants.org

Anna Stockton, Secretary
828-756-4537,
astockton@teacherassistants.org

Lillie Beard, Treasurer
828-428-9530,
Ibeard@teacherassistants.org

Diana Hodges, Parliamentarian
910-455-8999,
dhodges@teacherassistants.org

ChevEll Blachnik, Historian
828-459-7456,
cblachnik@teacherassistants.org

DISTRICT PRESIDENTS

1. Lateefah White - 252-367-8728,
Iwhite@teacherassistants.org

2. Carol Girard — 910-278-6876,
cgirard@teacherassistants.org

3. Tina Taylor — 252-438-2912,
ttaylor@teacherassistants.org

4. Rita Lott - 910-488-8257,
rlott@teacherassistants.org

5. Jennifer Tysinger — 336-769-3503,
jtysinger@teacherassistants.org

6. Cindy Dowdy — 704-562-4015,
cdowdy@teacherassistants.org

7. Andrea Cranfill - 336-793-2993,
acranfill@teacherassistants.org

8. Rhonda Curtis - 828-665-1687,
rcurtis@teacherassistants.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Conference
Judy Brant - 704-782-1601
jbrant@teacherassistants.org
Faye Simmons - 252-527-3970
fsimmons@teacherassistants.org

Education & Human Relations
Beverly Harrison — 252-813-4800
bharrison@teacherassistants.org

Executive Planning
Karen Midgett

Financial Management
Lillie Beard

Legislative
Melinda Zarate — 336-250-4417
mzarate@teacherassistants.org

Newsletter Editor
Judy Higgins — 704-857-1994,
jhiggins@teacherassistants.org

Professional Development
Carolyn Hendricks — 704-276-2348
chendricks@teacherassistants.org

NCATA STATE HEADQUARTERS

Mailing Address: PO Box 893,
Lewisville, NC 27023

Street Address: 6685 Shallowford
Road, Lewisville, NC 27023

Phone: (336) 945-2077 or

Toll-Free: 1-800-979-2077

Fax: (336) 945-9331

Web Site: www.teacherassistants.org

NCATA STAFF

Ruth Cole Burcaw, Executive Director
rburcaw@teacherassistants.org
Jill Maddox, Membership Specialist
jmaddox@teacherassistants.org
Celeste Lowder, Financial Manager
clowder@teacherassistants.org
Joy Cole, PDP Administrator
jcole@teacherassistants.org
Alicia Perry, Conference Assistant
aperry@teacherassistants.org

EDUCATION AND HUMAN
RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Chair - Beverly Harrison
District 1 - Gwendolyn Peele
District 2 - Rise' Hatton
District 3 - Sylvia West

District 4 - Melinda Revels
District 5 - Cynthia Foster
District 6 - Valeria Murphy
District 7 - Patricia LaGrotteria
District 8 - Keena Proctor

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

Chair - Lillie Beard

District 1 - Angela Freeman
District 2 - Addie Hall
District 3 - Kathy Morris
District 4 - Phyllis Jasper
District 5 - Susan Holcomb
District 6 - Esther Boger
District 7 - Dawn Bradley
District 8 - Rhonda Curtis

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Chair - Melinda Zarate

District 1 - Melody Sawyer
District 2 - Tammy Albright
District 3 - Tina Taylor

District 4 - Lacy Autry

District 5 Co-chair - Kathy Smith
District 5 Co-chair - Betsy Zyvith
District 6 - Sandy Borders
District 7 - Charlotte Buff
District 8 - Rhonda Curtis

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Chair - Carolyn Hendricks

District 1 - Patricia Darden

District 2 - Jay Stewart and Tondalyor Purvis
District 3 - Carol Jo Harris

District 4 - Juda Walters

District 5 - Teresa Bourne and Fran Martinez
District 6 - Melinda Corry

District 7 - Judy Hilderbran

District 8 - Billie Highland and Pat Piercy

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS CONSULTANT

Joanne Stevens, Lobbyist



Committee

Members

PAST PRESIDENTS OF NCATA

Reva Reganhardt District 4
Margaret Hill District 6
Marian Phillips District 2
Rhonda Curtis District 8
Eloise Teeter District 6
Judy Yount District 7
Vivian Burress District 4
Laura Jamerson  District 6
Rhonda Curtis District 8
Rhonda Curtis District 8
Gail Matthews District 6
Faye G. Simmons District 2
Judy U. Brant District 6

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Conference Co-Chairs:
Judy Brant
Faye Simmons

Conference Coordinators:
Karen Midgett
Faye Simmons
Judy Brant
Judy Barnes
Lillie Beard
Jan Rickard

Conference Steering:
Anna Stockton
Lateefah White
Carol Girard
Tina Taylor
Rita Lott
Jennifer Tysinger
Cindy Dowdy
Andrea Cranfill
Rhonda Curtis

Conference Planning:
District 1 — Lauren Thomas
District 2 — Addie Hall
District 3 — Kathy Morris
District 4 — Juda Walters
District 5 — Dixie Black
District 6 — Cindy Dowdy

District 7 — Trina Combs, Connie Gunsley

District 8 — Anna Stockton

1982-1983
1983-1985
1985-1987
1987-1989
1989-1991
1991-1993
1993-1995
1995-1997
1997-1999
1999-2001
2001-2003
2003-2005
2005-2007

Vendor Sales

NCATA is proud to feature the following businesses in our Vendor
Sales Area on the Third Floor. Please make time to visit them!

All That Glitters - Donna Harrill

Fashion and sterling silver jewelry and purses at affordable
prices... almost everything is $20 or less. Free gift with $20 or
more purchase.

Belk/Clinique - Angie Boger

Clinique is the #1 selling skin care in the world. Clinique,
Allergy Tested, 100% Fragrance Free. Clinique Makeup Artist
and skin care consultant @ your service.

Brame School Products - George Boyd

Furnishing the schools of North Carolina quality school
supplies, teaching aids, furniture and equipment for over fifty
years. http://www.brameco.com

Cookie Lee Jewelry - Kathleen Albert-Owen
Fine fashion jewelry

It's Just Jewelry - Gretchen Bornhorst

Unique, inexpensive costume jewelry with prices ranging from
$10 to $28. There will be complete sets plus sterling rings, toe
rings, and anklets. Stop by my booth to receive a FREE
discount coupon.

JAP Marketing - Kevia Gant
T-shirts & jewelry.

M&I Concepts - Robin Snyder

Professional gifts, jewelry, and accessories for the entire staff
including lanyards, ties, scarves, pins, watches, tapestries,
pens & much more. Volume discounts available; purchase
orders welcomed!

Something Special - Gwen Jones
Purses, jewelry, tote bags, sports bears and caps.

State Employees’ Credit Union - Jaclyn Moretz

The State Employees' Credit Union is a member-owned
cooperative, organized to promote thrift and provide low-cost
financial services.

The Culture Pot - Simchayah Mawasi (Chaya)
African/Caribbean clothing & jewelry

Unique Boutique - Sonya Bloomer
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NCATA Goes Hollywood at its 27th Annual Conierence

Thursday Evening General
Session: We Are Ready for
Some Action!

Thursday night will be a time
of motivation and excitement as
we take a look at how our big
dreams of success are about to
come true! We have seen the
light, we have positioned
ourselves in front of the camera,
and now it's time for some action!.
Fist-pumping, high-fiving
celebration is a promise as we
shout to the world that the North Carolina Teacher Assistants are
Ready for some Action!

Don't miss this dynamic presentation by one of NCATA's most
beloved presenters — David Alston! An annual presenter at the
NCATA Conference, Mr. David E. Alston was born in Philadelphia,
PA and relocated to North Carolina in 1991. Mr. Alston has worked
as an educator since 1996, beginning as an assistant in Warren
County Schools. Mr. Alston remained in the Exceptional Children’s
program there until 2005, when he began employment in Wake
County Schools. Mr. Alston is currently a special assistant to the
Principal at Wildwood Forest Elementary School and handles
behavior problems on a school-wide basis.

Saturday Legislative Breakfast
& General Session: Taking
Care of the "STAR"” In You!

Every TAis a STAR, and the class [—Y "~

-

room is your stage. Lights, cameras
and little people are all watching you!
Get ready to polish up your act. Let
Willa Brigham show you how!!

Emmy Award Winner, Willa
Brigham, is the host of the television
show, Smart Start Kids. She is also
an Inspirational Speaker, Storyteller,
Author and Performing Artist. Willa is a native of Tuskegee,
Alabama and a graduate of Alabama State University in
Montgomery, Al and Indiana University in Bloomington Indiana.
She holds a Bachelor’'s and Master’s Degree in Health Science
and Physical Education.

Friday Night Entertainment

NCATA goes Hollywood Friday night with an exciting
presentation of the game show BONK! Bonk! is an
interactive comedy game show without the wimpy
buzzers. Picture Jeopardy® meets the three stooges in a
game show that is part general knowledge, part physical
mayhem and all comedy! Your host is Jon Petz, Speaker
and Entertainer.

The NCATA member-contestants are armed with
rubber mallets and hard hats connected to the score
board. In order to answer a question, contestants must
“BONK-In" by hitting themselves in the head or
strategically BONK'ing their neighbor to force an answer.
Hilarity ensues.

Be sure to come and cheer on your friends! Who
knows, YOU might be the next featured contestant on
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1a, ACTION!

Do You Know Where You Are
Going? Do Your Homework!

The Sheraton Four Seasons is a big place, so please take a few
minutes to plan your route before you head out to your various
workshops. In your registration packet, you'll find a Conference
Confirmation, which shows your schedule and includes the date and
start times for your workshop choices. Please refer to the insert in
your conference program to locate your meeting room for each
workshop. Note there is a map on the reverse side of the insert to
help you get around.

Don't hesitate to ask anyone if you need help finding your
workshop location. There are helpful NCATA concierges in blue
vests stationed around the hotel to help you find your way. Allow
yourself plenty of time to find your workshops!

Win A Specialty Basket!
Support the NCATA
Scholarship Fund

Visit Colony A up on the 3rd floor and purchase your tickets for
the District Basket Raffle! Basket themes this year include Lights on
Broadway, Take a Ride on the Hollywood Express, Lighting the Path
to Technology, Pot of Gold and More, The Piedmont Goes
Hollywood, Aimost Famous District 6 Goes Hollywood, You are the
Star, and Lights! Camera! Baskets!

This is a great opportunity to win a fabulous prize and support the
scholarship fund at the same time. Be sure to note the times the
NCATA Specialty Basket area is open on page 3 of this program.

Special Thanks to...

Diane Lynch, Assistant Superintendent for Lenoir County Public
Schools, for her willingness to serve as our conference evaluator
this year. The conference evaluator serves as an objective outside
observer who provides feedback to members and especially to the
conference planning committee in their efforts to continue improving
the quality of the annual conference. It's an important job and we
appreciate Ms. Lynch taking time away from her school system to be
here with us. Be sure to greet her warmly when you see her!

Donate A Book for a Child!

NCATA encourages our children to read. One of the easiest ways
to support that goal is by contributing to our annual book drive. Last
year, we delivered several thousand books to schools and
community organizations in Districts 2, 4, 6, and 8.

This year, books will be given to schools in Districts 1, 3, 5, and 7.
Please take your NEW books, appropriate for children of all ages, to
Colony A on the third floor. All books must be turned in by 4:00 pm
Saturday. Thank you for your generosity!

District Meetings

All conference participants are invited to attend their own district
meetings, to be held Thursday evening immediately following the Opening
Session. Check the conference schedule for room locations. This is a
great opportunity to meet other folks in your district, share ideas, ask
questions, and get to know your district leadership. Don't miss it!

District 1 - Auditorium |, First Floor

District 2 - Cedar, Second Floor

District 3 - Auditorium I, First Floor

District 4 - Guilford Ballroom ABC, First Floor
District 5 - Auditorium Ill, First Floor

District 6 - Auditorium IV, Third Floor

District 7 - Oak AB, Second Floor

District 8 - Oak C, Second Floor

Conference Sales Items

Be sure to visit the NCATA Sales area in its NEW location - this
year on the third floor in Colony B, right next to our Conference
Specialty Baskets. We'll be having a sale to clear out some of our
old inventory, so come ready to get some bargains. Take home a
few mementos of conference and of NCATA!

NCATA Sales Hours
THURSDAY, 1:00 pm - 7:00 pm
FRIDAY, 9:00 am - 10:00 am
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
4:15 pm - 6:00 pm
SATURDAY, 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

SALES
HAS
MOVED!

Flash Drive $12.00

Clapboard Keytag with Photo Holder ~ $4.00 sConfe.rence

Staple Remover / Highlighter $2.00 ales is now

Manicure Set in Gift Tube s300 on third floor

Polo Shirts with NCATA logo $20.00 Colony B
($22 for 2X and 3X)

Karma Tumbler $6.00

Custom Hollywood Clapboard Charm  $5.00
Apple/Teacher Plastic Clipboards ~ $3.00
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Legislative News

This is a difficult time. Many teacher assistants are already
learning from their superintendents that their jobs may be cut. It
seems ironic that at a time when educators are most stressed
with the EOG tests imminent, that we also have to worry if we’ll
have jobs next year. This year teacher assistants are not alone in
their worry. The pot is still being stirred in Raleigh and it may be
July or later before we know what the results will be!

So what is
NCATAdoing? The
NCATA Legislative It seems ironic that at a time

Committee has been  when educators are most

discussing the issues  g¢rasseqd with the EOG tests

since September L

2008. Our lobbyist imminent, that we also have to
worry if we’ll have jobs next year.

Joanne Stevens, told
]

us then that the next

couple of years

would be tough and not only because of the recession but also
due to the health care crisis with Blue Cross Blue Shield. NCATA
adjusted our legislative goals accordingly and sent those out to
our members.

Once the North Carolina General Assembly came back into
session, our legislative committee was on high alert with Joanne
keeping us informed on an almost daily basis. We wrote and sent
out Legislative Alerts and our members once again made a
difference. We have been told that the alert concerning the
NCDPI/SBE proposal to cut 4,663 teacher assistant positions and
the subsequent action from our members influenced the Governor
to not put that line item in her budget.

Three words to pay attention to are “LEA Discretionary
Reduction.” This means that the decision is given to the LEAs as
to what to cut in their school systems rather than our state
government making the decision. Remember too that your LEAs
have local budgets and that depending on the situation in your
area, there could be locally paid teacher assistant cuts.

Still, nothing is certain yet and the best we can do is to stay
vigilant at the local level, be prepared to respond to alerts on a
state level, and continue to do what we do best — assisting in the
education of North Carolina’s children!

Melinda K. Zarate

NCATA Legislative Chair

North Carolina Legislative Building:

David Alston

In-School Suspension, Wildwood Forest Elementary School

Too Stressed to be Blessed? (Friday)

The Good, The Bad, & The Ugly (Saturday)

David E. Alston is a native of Philadelphia, PA. He relocated to North
Carolina in 1991. He began as a TAin Warren County at South Warren
Elementary School in 1996. He began in Wake County at Middle Creek
HS in 2005. He began working at Wildwood Forest Elementary School in
August of 2007. Mr. Alston is a well traveled speaker. Speaking for over
20 years from New York to Phoenix, Arizona Mr. Alston enjoys the task of
public speaking. Mr. Alston is the Pastor of Progressive Harvest
Fellowship Church in Henderson, NC and the Presiding Director and
Founder of Strengthening The Body Fellowship of Churches International.
Mr. Alston is married to Monique Alston and they have three daughters.
Mr. Alston is a current student at Grand Canyon University studying
Elementary Science. Mr. Alston's favorite quote is a Vince Lombardi
quote that says, "Ability will take you to the mountain top, but character
will keep you there.”

Willa Brigham
Storyteller/Inspirational Speaker
Who, What, Where, When: Help Me Write This Story!

Welcome to the wonderful wacky world of Willa Brigham. She is the
Host of the Emmy Award Winning Television Show, Smart Start Kids, an
Inspirational Speaker, Writer, Performing Artist and Carolina Ha Ha's
Entertainer of the Year. Willa Brigham is an awesome one woman
adventure. Her contagious energy inspires and challenges audiences of
all ages. She is a graduate of Alabama State University in Montgomery, Al
and Indiana University in Bloomington, IN.

Natasha Bumgarner
Assistant Principal, Friedberg Elementary School
Spotlight on Literacy!

Natasha Bumgarner has a degree in elementary education from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a masters degree in
school administration from the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro. She taught 2nd grade in Davidson County for 5 years and
has been the assistant principal at Friedberg Elementary for the last two
years. Natasha presents staff development sessions to the Friedberg staff
on a monthly basis. Her presentations focus on a variety of topics
including engaging math lessons, literacy strategies, data analysis, and
writing. Natasha's workshops are informative and interactive.

Ruth Cole Burcaw
Executive Director, NCATA
Leading the Way with NCATA

Ruth has a master’s degree in public affairs and over 20 years of
experience in leadership development, group facilitation, and project
management. She has served as Executive Director of NCATA since July
2005. When she’s not working with NCATA, Ruth is President of Quantum
Events, a corporate event management company based in Lewisville, NC.

Mike Cates

Engineer, Kernersville Fire Department
Heartsaver CPR
Mike Cates is a native of Greensboro N.C. and is currently employed
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as an Engineer with the Kernersville Fire Department. Mr. Cates began
his career in 1984 as a Fire Protection Specialist in the United States Air
Force. Mr. Cates is a Veteran of Desert Shield, Desert Storm, and
Operation Restore Hope. His 25 year career also includes service with the
N.C Air National Guard, Greensboro Fire, Guilford County EMS, and the
Department of Defense. Mr.Cates has been a certified instructor for the
American Heart Association for nine years and currently teaches CPR
classes for Kernersville Fire/ Rescue, Guilford County Health Department,
and Forsyth Technical Community College.

Roger Cox
Professor & Director of TEACCH Training, TEACCH UNC-CH
Shhhhh! Teaching Without Reliance on Verbal Prompts: a Better Way
to Build Competence in Our Students

Roger Cox is Professor of Psychiatry and TEACCH Director of
Training. With Susan Boswell, he has led the TEACCH organization in
developing models of training which are widely disseminated world-wide.
He and Ms. Boswell are national and internationally renowned trainers.
They speak with 30+ years of experience in the field of autism. This latest
training interest is for teaching assistants in special education.

Mary Frazelle
Literacy Facilitator, Onslow County Schools
Stop Sweating in the Spotlight!

Mary Frazelle has a Bachelor of Science degree in Education and a
Masters of Science degree in Early Childhood Education from Arkansas
State University and Reading Certification from East Carolina University.
She has taught Kindergarten-Third grades, as well as Title | Reading for
grades 1-5. A 31 year career teacher, she serves Onslow County now as
a Literacy Facilitator, working individually with teachers, teacher
assistants, and students and also conducts staff development within the
county. Pam Scott has a Bachelor of Science degree in Education from
the University of North Carolina at Wilmington and Reading Certification
from East Carolina University. She began her career in education as a
teacher assistant. Since completing her degree, she has taught First and
Second grades and Title | Reading for grades 1-5. After 27 years in
education, she now serves Onslow County as a Literacy Facilitator,
working individually with teachers, teacher assistants, and students and
also conducts staff development within the county.

Larry Goding
Physical Education Specialist, Wake County Schools
PE 4 Me!

Larry Goding has a BS in Education from Texas State University and
an MS in Education from North Carolina Central University. He has taught
in Dallas, TX and Raleigh, NC for a total of 23 years. Larry has attended
numerous physical education conferences and workshops.

Beverly Harrison
Chair, E.H.R. Committee, NCATA
TAOY - You Could Be A Star!

Beverly Harrison is a Lightspan Coordinator at Williford Elementary
School. She has a degree in Early Childhood/ Teacher Assistant from
Nash Community College in Rocky Mount North Carolina. Beverly has 30
years of Elementary Education experience, which includes being a
teacher assistant, bus driver, and owner of a child care center. She will

present guidelines for making a portfolio and the process used for
selection of local/district/state TAQY.

Mary Hawley-Oates
School Nurse, Tramway School
Shining the Spotlight on Childhood llinesses

Mary Hawley Oates received a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and national
certification as a School Nurse through the American Nurses
Credentialing Center. She has been a School Nurse with Lee County
Schools for over 28 years. She works with children of all ages and
teaches school and other agency staff throughout the community on
issues related to children’s health.

Candy Hayes
Music Teacher, First Ward Accelerated Learning Academy
Survival Signs: The Next Step

Candy Hayes has a Bachelor of Music Education degree from UNC-G
and a Masters of Music Degree in Percussion Performance from Kent
State University in Ohio. She is currently in her seventh year in teaching
music but has also worked in the North Carolina Schools as an Interpreter
for Hearing Impaired students for seven years. She is a licensed
interpreter in the state of North Carolina and has met all state NCLB
standards to obtain her highly qualified status. Though she no longer
works in the public schools as an interpreter, Candy continues to interpret
at the church where she is employed on a regular basis and continues to
follow through with training to maintain her interpreting license. This will
be Candy's third year as a presenter at our conference.

Jacquelin Heath
Program Head/Instructor, Vance-Granville Community College
Math Manipulatives

Jacquelin Heath has a Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood
Education and a Masters of Science in Education with a Concentration in
Early Childhood Education from North Carolina Agricultural and Technical
State University. Further graduate work was done in Special Education at
North Carolina Central University. She has previously given workshops for
the Department of Public Instruction, Warren County School System,
Vance County School System, Franklin County School System, Spring
Street Baptist Church and Nu Chi Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority. She has been part of the following organizations: Henderson-
Vance County Human Relations - 11 years; Head Start Policy Council - 6
years; National Education Association - 12 years; North Carolina
Association of Educators - 12 years; Community College Childhood
Educators - 22 years; Teacher Associate Revision Task Force
(Department of Community College) - 6 years.

Carolyn Hendricks
Chair, Professional Development Committee, NCATA
PDP Workshop

Carolyn Hendricks has been a teacher assistant for 29 years. She has
an AAS Degree in Education Aide Technology from Catawba Valley
Community College, an Associate Level 3 Certificate from NCATA and the
Journeyman Certificate from the Department of Labor. She has been a
member of NCATA for 20 years and currently serves as Chair the
NCATA's PDP Committee.
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Steven Hoke
Art Teacher, HM Arndt Middle School
Posters, Prints, Glam, and Glitz

Steven Hoke is a National Board Certified Art Teacher from Catawba
County. Steven has taught art for seven years and plans to go back for his
masters degree in art education in 2009. He is actively involved with the
Hickory Museum of Art and a current member of the marketing board.
Steven'’s art has been shown in galleries across North Carolina, including
the Hayes-McMillan Gallery in Boone, Handmade in America in Asheville,
and the Hickory Museum of Art in Hickory. His workshops focus on practical
strategies you can use in your classroom for 21st century learners.

Connie Johnson
Physical Education Teacher, Bell Fork Elementary School
Brain Gym and Learning Profiles

Connie Johnson has a Bachelor of Science degree in Physical
Education from Springfield College in Springfield, Massachussetts. She
has taught Physical Education for 20 years at Bell Fork Elementary
School in Jacksonville, NC. Connie is a national board certified teacher
and also the 2005 Elementary Physical Education Teacher of the Year for
the state of North Carolina. She has presented for several elementary
schools throughout the state, done presentations for the American Heart
Association, and for teachers on the subject of Brain Gym.

Marley Knapp
Instructional Technology Specialist, Davidson County Schools
Lights! Camera! Classroom Action! Easy Video Making for the
Classroom

Marly Knapp received her bachelor's degree at NCSU and Masters in
Technology Education at ASU. She taught high school math for 4 years
and middle school math and computer skills. She has been an
Instructional Technology Specialist for Davidson County Schools for the
past 9 years as . Ms. Knapp has taught workshops for NCATA for the past
two years and has also given several presentations at NCETC and
NCAECT on topics like iMovie, Integrating Technology, Various Software
Applications, etc.

Mary Kreuser
ESL Teacher, Guilford County Schools
Teaching Vocabulary to English Language Learners

Mary Kreuser has a Bachelor or Arts degree in Psychology from
Meredith College. She holds teaching licenses in elementary education
and English as a second language. This is her tenth year as a teacher in
Guilford County Schools. She currently teaches Kindergarten and 5th
grade English language learners at Allen Jay Elementary School, where
32% of the school's population is ESL. Her students’ families are from
Argentina, Vietnam, Laos, Pakistan, Iran, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and
Honduras.

Tonya Little
Science Department Chairperson, Williamston High School
It's in the Box! Discovery Boxes For Science

Tonya M. Little is a National Board Certified Teacher in the area of
Adolescent and Young Adult Science. Her love of science is deeply
rooted. She is an alumnus of the North Carolina School of Science and
Mathematics (Class of 1984). She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
Biology and Secondary Education from Elizabeth City State University.

10

She has taught in public education for sixteen years. Currently she is the
Science Department Chairperson at Williamston High School in
Williamston, NC. She is an adjunct professor with Pitt Community
College, where she is the NC Biotechnology Network BIOWORK
instructor. She is involved with research/ educational module development
with East Carolina University and North Carolina State University. Her
students love the energy and commitment to exploration and serendipity
that is the core of her classroom culture. Tonya's presentations focus on
how to evoke the thrill of discovery in your classroom.

Lillie Moore
Teacher/K, Beaufort County Schools/S. W. Snowden Elementary School
Hands-On Math and Reading

Lillie Moore has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology from Elizabeth
City State University and an add on license in Elementary Education. She
is a grad student at East Carolina University where she is majoring in
Instructional Technology. She was a teacher assistant for ten years at
Eastern Elementary School and now teaches at S.W. Snowden
Elementary School in Aurora, NC. She is a SMART Board trainer for her
school, co-chair of the School Improvement Team and member of the NC
Wise team. Lillie stays very busy pursuing her passion for education.

Chuck Nusinov
Principal, David Cox Road Elementary
Making Math Connections

Chuck Nusinov has a Masters Degree in School Aministration and
Curriculum and Instruction from the University of North Carolina at
Charlotte. He has taught elementary, middle and high school mathematics
for Charlotte-Meckelnburg Schools, Cabarrus County Schools and
Metrolina Regional Scholars Academy, a charter school fo the highly
gifted. He is now the principal at David Cox Road Elementary School in
Charlotte, NC and teaches part-time at Wingate University and UNCC.
Chuck was hired as a mathematics editor for McGee-Keiser Publishing
(now Prufrock Press) and ended up writing mathematics curriculum which
has sold in over 24 states and 5 countries.

Jon Petz
Motivational Speaker, Bore No More!
It's Showtime! Being Your Best

Jon Petz is one of the top motivational speakers and corporate
entertainers (corporate magician) in America. His talents stem from his
high energy and engaging personality mixed with his unique ability to
creatively combine a business or inspirational message with an
entertainment twist. His combination of real life stories and talent as an
award winning comedy and magical entertainer bring a totally engaging
experience. He has mastered the ability to entertain and educate while
skillfully relating to every audience. Jon is the Author of Boring Meetings
Suck and Unlocking The Secrets (DVD) and a contributing author of the
soon to be released Best of the Best.

Janie Rickman
Fifth Grade Teacher, Oak Hill School
Fill it Up...Again! A tank full of ideas!

Janie Rickman is currently a 5th grade teacher at Oak Hill School in
Lenoir NC. She has been with the Caldwell County School System for 14
years. She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Emory and Henry
College in Virginia, and received her Master's Degree at Appalachian
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State University. She received her National Board Certification in 2001.
She has served on various committees and has presented at various
conferences across the state.

Randy Rowsey
Exceptional Children Teacher Assistant, ECPPS c/o Pasquotank
Elementary School
NCATA Choir

Randy Rowsey, a graduate of James Madison University, has
completed his course work for a Masters Degree from Northwestern
University in Evanston, lllinois. He was an eleven-year paid member of
the Lyric Opera of Chicago and a high school choral director for more
than 20 years in Virginia and lllinois. Randy has been a church choir
director for over 40 years, has done solo work in many of the largest
churches in the United States, and is presently a member of the
Sojourners Quartet (Southern Gospel). Presently, Randy is enjoying a
second career as a teacher assistant in the exceptional children's
department in the Elizabeth City Pasquotank County School System.

Eva Russell
Media Coordinator, Bell Fork Elementary School

make Curriculum Connections!!!

Eva Russell has been a Media Coordinator in Onslow County for the
past 19 years. She holds a Master of Science degree in Education from
The University of Southern Mississippi as well as a Master of Information
and Library Science from The University of Hawaii. Eva is a creative and
innovative Media Coordinator who directs her Media lessons around the
Curriculum being taught in the classrooms. Her school media center is in
the IMPACT model for the third year and she believes children need
exposure to picture books to help teach genre and to carry out theme
units for the curriculum subject matter.

Demeteria Staton
Art teacher, Williamston Primary School, Martin County
Lights! Camera! Creative Art!

Demeteria Staton graduated from N.C.A&T State University
Greensboro, N.C. in 1980 with a 3.6GPA in Art Education and a 3.2GPA
overall average. She received The Student Teachers' Award from A&T in
1980, the Who's Who Amongst College Students' Award, the Art Circle
Award, and the President of the Art Circle Award. For the last 20 years
she has been a public speaker at Community Churches for Youth
Conferences, Children Hour, Back to School Motivation, School
Banquets, and Schools Assemblies. Demeteria has published 3 poems, 2
for Teacher Assistants (Special Angels & Guiding Light) and the other one
for children (Children Are Our Future) and she has written hundreds of
other poems as well as five books that she hopes to publish in the near
future for children. She has also written two songs, and has done two
local and three conference art workshops for NCATA with much honor.

Ana Tampanna
Author and Life Coach
Put Your Best Self Forward

Ana Tampanna is a life coach and the author of “The Womanly Art of
Wrestling Alligators.” She has trained faculty and staff in North Carolina
schools and community colleges. She is currently working with women

leaders in Winston Salem. Ana has a masters degree from Florida State
University . Autographed copies of her book are available after her sessions.

Natisha Wilkins
Educator , Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools
Warnings, Warnings, Warnings...How Many is Enough?

Natisha Wilkins has a Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Education from Elizabeth City State University and a Masters in Business
Education from East Carolina University. She has taught high school
Business classes for 13 years, 2 months. In November 1996, she made a
lateral move to become a Career Development Coordinator, mentor and
Department Chair at a local high school in the Charlotte Mecklenburg
School System. She is also, a Certified Classroom Management Trainer
& shows K-12 educators how to decrease student referrals, increase
student achievement, and increase a more positive environment in their
class and the school building.

Linda Woolard

Virtual Consortium Coordinator, Wachovia Partnership East, East
Carolina University

Lights, Camera, Teach!

As the Coordinator for the Wachovia Partnership East (WPE) Virtual
Consortium degree completion program at East Carolina University
(ECU), Linda Woolard serves as the advisor for fifty-seven undergraduate
students and teaches online education courses for ECU and Pitt
Community College. She has degrees in early childhood, Reading K-12,
elementary education, and secondary science education, as well as a
PhD in Science Education and Elementary Education. She taught
undergraduate and graduate level science education courses at East
Carolina University for seven years. Linda has twelve years of experience
teaching in the public schools in kindergarten, second grade, third grade,
sixth grade, and grades 2/3 reading/mathematics remediation.

Michael Zarate
Teacher, Intense Cross Categorical, Central Davidson Middle School
The Twilight Zone: Understanding EC Identification

Michael Zarate has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in General Studies
from Cameron University in Lawton, Oklahoma. He also has a Master of
Military Art and Science Degree in Military History from the United States
Army Command and General Staff College. He is a retired army officer
and nationally board certified teacher of exceptional children with 14
years experience in the classroom.

Melinda Zarate
Chair, Legislative Committee, NCATA
YOU - the Most Important Part of the Legislative Process

Melinda Zarate has been a teacher assistant for 14 years and
presently works as a technology assistant at Friedberg Elementary in the
Davidson County school system. She has a Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Georgia in Home Economics as well as her NCATA
Baccalaureate certificate. Melinda currently serves as her local DCTAA
President and is the NCATA Legislative Chair. She is eager to share her
knowledge about the NC legislative process and tips for advocacy with
her fellow teacher assistants.
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North Carolina
Association of Teacher Assistants

“Helping Hands in Education”

The North Carolina Association of Teacher
Assistants promotes the important role of
teacher assistants in the public schools, provides
professional training opportunities, and works
to improve salaries and employment security.

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION!

Keep your eyes open because you might see Hollywood stars at the 27th Annual NCATA Conference!
We want you to feel like an Academy award-winning star for the love you give to every child that has ever
been in your classroom. Friday night will be the time to play dress up and celebrate a new, star-like look!
Sometimes when we work with children, we become like children ourselves. They love to play pretend and
so do we. | know | love to dress up and act like someone else every once in a while. It relieves stress, is
lots of fun, and helps when you want to hide out!

Even though we might dress like someone else, we still have an inner self that rules our actions. That
personality, those feelings and behaviors, are part of who we are. Most of us possess only a decent,
compassionate heart inside, but others have deep-rooted insecurities and imperfections, that cannot be
hidden even when a person plays dress up and tries to hide it from the world. It is like having a beautifully-
wrapped present with a disappointing gift inside. There are also those people who appear to have a
disappointing outward appearance, but inside, are a precious gift. As educators, nurturers, and protectors of
children, we have the responsibility to help our children learn to judge people based upon who they are
inside, not just on outward appearances. We may play dress up, but we all know that inside, everyone is
deserving of respect, love and compassion, no matter what. Our role in children’s lives is incredibly
important, and don't let anyone tell you it isn’t! Our own actions can have a tremendous impact on everyone
around us.

As Colin Powell said in his 13 Rules To Live By, "You can't make someone else’s choices, so why would
you let someone else make yours?" As loving adults, know that even when we “dress up” as someone else,
we are our own person. We are unique and important ourselves — we must teach that to our children as
well. The many workshops at this year’s conference will help us as we strive to be better professionals.

So, have a great time and remember that beauty is only skin deep. And while it's important never to
judge people only by what they look like, it sure is fun to play dress up every once in a while! God bless
each of you!

Karen N. Midgett
State President




