
Reading Aloud is Fun and Educational



Oral and Silent Literature
È Reading Aloud is the most valuable component of 

any literature, reading, or language arts programs as 
well as other content areas

È Love the book your read

È Read with expression



When Can I Read Aloud?
·Beginning of the day

·Transitions

·Before Lunch

·After lunch

·End of the day

·In the content areas



Reading Aloud

ÁBuilds a relationship between children and adults

ÁCreates a sense of classroom  community

ÁStrengthens  literature, language,  grammar,  
vocabulary, knowledge and writing skills

ÁMotivate students to read and give them opportunities 
express their responses

ÁIs accessible to readers, nonreaders, and ELL students

ÁAllows students to think critically without having to 
worry with reading construction

ÁModels reading fluency



Selecting Materials for Reading 
Aloud
È Criteria for a good read aloud
ÁBe of high literary quality from a variety of genres

ÁBe appropriate to the age and developmental level of 
children

Á"Å ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÈÏÌÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ

ÁHave strong plot lines and characters with whom children 
can identify, if fiction

ÁHave accurate information, in fiction and nonfiction

Á(ÁÖÅ Á ÃÏÎÃÒÅÔÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÉÎ 
poetry

ÁBe up to two or more reading levels above the grade level of 
the children, so long as the material interests them



Planning a Read Aloud Session
·It is a sharing time

·Three major components

·Teacher introduces the book, identifies the author and 
illustrator  and helps readers connect with the book

·Teacher reads the selection, initially for understanding 
and appreciation however, he or she may stop to ask for 
predictions or connections

·Teacher may conduct a follow-up discussion



How do I Read Aloud?
·Before: Ask what they know about the book?  (Schema)  

Talk about the cover of the book and title to illicit 
prediction.  If novel, may be review where you left off.

·During: Enjoy the book, read using expression, may do a 
think aloud to show strategy use

·After: Discussion
· Integral part of developing understanding and engagement 

with literature

·4ÅÁÃÈÅÒȭÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÇÏÉÎÇ

·Questions are broad and open-ended

·0ÒÏÍÐÔÓ ÃÁÎ ÅÌÉÃÉÔ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÏÒÁÌ ÁÎÄ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅÓ ÔÏ 
literature



Strategies 
·You can think aloud, show how to use strategies by talking 

out loud to students as if you were thinking to yourself.
·Before Reading Strategies
·Schema:  What do you know about the topic already.
·Prediction:  What do you think the story is about?

·During Reading Strategies
·Prediction:  What will happen next?
·Connections:  What does this make you think of?
·Questions:  Any who, what, where , or how question?  

·After Reading Strategies
·Inferring:  Why did they ?
·Synthesizing:  Putting it all together.  



Book Suggestions
·Using Prior Knowledge (schema)
·Good Night Moon
·Frog and Toad are Friends
·Snowflake Bentley

·Prediction
·Blueberries for Sal
·Hattie and the Fox
·Tuesday

·Connections
·Frog and Toad are Friends
·Goodnight Moon
·The Relatives Came



·Questions

·7ÈÅÒÅȭÓ 3ÐÏÔ

·Owl Moon

·Click, Clack Moo: Cows that Type

·Synthesize

·The Grouchy Ladybug

·The Important Book

·,ÉÌÌÙȭÓ 0ÕÒÐÌÅ 0ÌÁÓÔÉÃ 0ÕÒÓÅ



Storytelling
È Ancient art that existed before access to written language 

was common

È It is a powerful, magical way of introducing and 
exploring literature, storytellers make stories come to life

È Live listening audience

È Stimulates our imagination

È Motivates students to read and write

È Children join in on repeated phrases 

È Allows students to develop awareness and 
comprehension

È Develops thinking abilities



Selecting Material for Storytelling

È Traditional literature is a great place to start
ÁCinderella or Stone Soup

È Most important is that you enjoy the story
È Planning requires
ÁStory familiarity
ÁLearn any phrases that are repeated or important to the 

story
ÁLearn the story in segments as in beginning, middle, and 

end
ÁDo not memorize whole story but do keep catch phrases
Á ( repeated several times or imp to story)
ÁBe expressive
ÁPractice tell story several times
ÁTape-record yourself
ÁLook directly at audience
ÁNot longer than 10 minutes



Choral Reading
È Students and teacher read in unison

È Involves listening and responding to language

È Students learn sounds of language, predictable 
language, rhythm and patterns of language

È Purpose is to convey meaning through sound, stress, 
duration, and pitch

È Also develops diction and enunciation of speech 
sounds

È Gives students opportunities for social cooperation



Selecting Material for Choral 
Reading
·Meaningful

·Strong Rhythm

·Have an easily discernable structure

·Planning

·Prepare students by having students to read it or you 
read it aloud

·Make sure students understand the selection



Types of Choral Reading
È Refrain
ÁTeacher reads most of the lines and students read refrain

È Line-a-child
Á Individual students read specific lines while the entire 

group reads the beginning and ending

È Antiphonal
ÁStudents vary pitches and sound duration for different parts 

of selection.  Great for middle school

È Unison
ÁEntire group speaks all lines

ÁCombinations of types may be used on one selection



Silent Reading

·Understanding is the goal of all reading

·All reading is an interactive process

·Silent reading becomes more fluent with practice



wŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ
·Response to literature is many things

·What the text is to readers

·How it is personal

·How readers react and feel

·Readers use what was in the text

·Readers use their schema (meanings they bring to text)



Response
È Rethink and Reread
È Intertextuality

Á Making connections or relating to world, self , other texts

È Stance: purpose of reading (can be both A and E)
Á Aesthetic Stance

Ğ Pleasurable, interesting reading done for its own sake

Á Efferent Stance
Ğ Meanings and ideas in the text

È Dimensions of response
Á Sound : natural response for children
Á Event: readers who respond to events are sensitive to literatry forms.
Á Author Style: way author creates plot, characters, setting, and theme.
Á World Response: happens when readers respond to sound even and 

author style



Literature as a Means of Knowing
È Self
ÁLearn about themselves when they recall experiences 

and connect them to texts

È Others
ÁLearn about others when the can see through others 

eyes

È Books
ÁHelps readers understand books and literary devices 
ÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÉÍÕÌÁÔÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ

È Contexts
ÁHelps readers to learn about different contexts



Engaging with Literature
·Purpose of engaging with literature is to get students 

immersed, engrossed, absorbed, and totally involved 
in literature.

·Finding connections between books and authors 
challenges children to think in new ways.


